
Toddie Lee Wynne, Jr., was a Dallas-based real estate developer and part owner of the 
Dallas Cowboys. He owned a large ranch on the southern third of Matagorda Island, which 
he sold in 1986 to the Nature Conservancy, which in turn conveyed it to the federal 
government as a wildlife refuge.  

Here, Jeff Weigel, who works for the Nature Conservancy in Texas as a biologist and 
Director of Strategic Initiatives, recalls the Conservancy’s acquisition and use of the Island. 

The Nature Conservancy in Texas conducted the oral history interview with Mr. Weigel on 
January 6, 2023 in Austin, Texas. This excerpt is drawn from Reels 5063-5066, at Time 
Code 1:22:30. The Nature Conservancy was generous to provide a copy of this recording to 
the Conservation History Association of Texas to add to its Texas Legacy Project archive. 

 


