
Carl Frentress served as an early nongame biologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife, active in 
wetland and waterfowl study and protection. He also played a central role in creating the 
wildlife management tax valuation, which has done so much to reduce farming and 
ranching pressures on land, and to promote conservation habitat and animals. 

Here, Frentress recalls the construction of Lake Athens, and the related impacts on 
bottomland hardwoods, wetlands, and local landowning families, many of whom had been 
there for generations. 

The Conservation History Association of Texas recorded this oral history with Mr. 
Frentress for the Texas Legacy Project on October 25, 2000, in Athens, Texas. This 
interview excerpt comes from Reel 2127, starting at Time Code 17:10. 


