Bracken Cave, the Hill Country home to a massive maternal colony of Mexican free-tailed
bats, is reputed to be the largest single concentration of mammals on Earth.

Here, Jeff Francell, a real estate representative for the Nature Conservancy in Texas, tells
the story of efforts starting in the 1980s to protect the Cave, with contributions from Bat
Conservation International, the City of San Antonio, the U.S. Army, Bexar County, and the

Conservancy.

The Nature Conservancy in Texas recorded this oral history with Mr. Francell on May 9,
2022, in Austin, Texas, and was kind to provide the recording to the Conservation History
Association of Texas for archiving as a part of the Texas Legacy Project. This interview
excerpt comes from Reels 3431-3434, starting at Time Code 40:12.



